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Featured photo 

Congratulations goes to Dan Brant, his photo “Celery Stalk,” was selected as the May 2021 

featured photo by webmaster Tom McCall.  

Dan's photo is another great example illustrating having fun with photography. It was 

selected to show image manipulation techniques and just for fun.  

Do you get the play on words in the title, Celery Stalk? 

Featured photos are selected to communicate an idea or thought about the world around 

us, such as a special occasion, the time of year, the weather, maybe an upcoming event, 
or just for fun. They are important in promoting the Twin City Camera Club and its 

website.  
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How to Photograph the Night Skies and the Milky Way 
     

         

 

 

 

Special Report from Sandy & Dennis Hafer 

Thursday, May 6, Twin City Camera Club members were back at the clubhouse, the first 

time in over a year for an informative program by our own John Kubicek.   

 

John’s program” How to Photograph the Night Skies and the Milky Way” covered a lot of 



material including what to do to prepare the camera, safety measures for shooting in the 

dark, tools, photo apps to show star positions in the night skies, shutter speed, aperture, 

and how to focus. He also told us to shoot in raw, use the manual mode, use a wide-angle 

lens, find a location away from lights, and shoot when there is a new moon. John shared 

some of the images he has made when photographing at night. He has offered to do the 

program again in the future on a Saturday afternoon for those who were working and not 

able to attend this session. Thanks to John for sharing his knowledge with the club. 

 

Dark Sky Photo Night 

Barry Nelson and John Kubicek made arraignments for the TCCC Members to meet on 

Friday, May 14 2021 at  11:00 pm., at the T.K. Lawless International Dark Sky Park in 

Vandalia, about 45 miles to our east in Cass County.  This was the first opportunity to put 

into practice what everyone learned in John's workshop on how to Photograph the Night 

Skies.  It will be interesting to hear what they have to say about the experience... 

 

Photo of the Month Winners 

 
April Photo of the Month winners. 

 
Black & White winner – Tom McCall - Crowning Achievement.  

 
This image was taken while trying different techniques with water drop photography and 
this one was using a mirror. When there was about 1/16th of an inch of water on the 

mirror I started getting some good crown shapes and I really liked the reflections created 
by the mirror. 

 
Canon EOS 40D, Sigma 18-200mm Lens at 200 mm Macro 1:4.4, f 6.3, 1/200, ISO100, 

Sigma EF-500 flash set to Manual lowest setting. 
Post-processing was with Adobe Photoshop CS6, Camera Raw, and On1 Perfect Effects.   

 



Thanks for your votes. 
 

 
Color Winner  Bill Schalk - Cheap Sunglasses 

 

 
This image was taken with a Pixel 4 phone. I had carried my Nikon Z6 or Canon G7X 

compact pretty much everywhere in Florida this year. But I found myself without either 
when my wife Cathie suggested, “I bet this would be a good picture” over dinner 

overlooking the Gulf.  
 

As they say, “The best camera is the one you have with you.” 
 

The Pixel 4 takes a 2280 x1080 sized image at 8 MP. Settings are automatic, so the 
camera decided 1/400, F 2.4 at 40 ISO was the best. The phone was about two feet from 

her. 
 

Thanks for the recognition. Final note, while the title “Cheap Sunglasses” worked well, they 
were not the least bit inexpensive. 

 

Tom McCall report: 

 

Something special is going to happen this month. It has to do with the 
June Select Subject "Anything Goes."  This is the only time I've known it 

to happen.  Here's the description. 
 

Anything Goes:  The image can be anything the rules permit.  It's wide 
open and everything qualifies as Select, receiving maximum points. 

Example:  Go for it.  Use your imagination and creativity, impress the 

judges, etc. 
 

This means that "keeping within the rules," you can choose any of your images and 
enhance them any way you want, and they all qualify as Select.  There will be no Open 

category.  They will all score as Select, so for those of you that are in tight races for the 
top-scoring positions, and there are several, you have an opportunity to score a lot of 

Tom McCall 



points.  For those of us that are not in the running for the top spots, we have the 
opportunity to have some fun and put in whatever we want. 

 
A reminder for you, Don't Make Me Think!  If the judges can't recognize what it is, it 

usually won't do well in competition.     
 

Okay, now I have something else for you.   
The May Nature competition was a little tougher.  It's something that happens.  One of the 

judges was totally new to us and was a little tougher in her judging. 
 

We don't know what the judges are using to view the images during the competition, a 
laptop or a desktop monitor. The Zoom meeting software does identify if someone is using 

a phone or tablet.  We don't know if their monitors are calibrated or not.  Mine are not... 
 

I can tell you this. The enhancements I saw that bothered me on my monitor would have 

shown up much more so on the Club's 75 inch TV.  So for that, we can be thankful. When 
you look at the results sheet you'll see I had rejects also.  I've told you in the past that can 

happen when you put in "good enough's" instead of exceptional images.    
 

In Nature there can be No Hand of Man present and any enhancements must not be 
noticeable, everything must appear natural.  The judges get the same rules as we do and 

one of the things I've noticed is that they don't request an image be moved to Open, they 
just score it lower. 

 
In reviewing the images prior to the competition we alert the members that submit images 

that don't meet the Select Subjects and they send replacements or we move it to Open but 
if we have a question about it, we leave it to the judges to decide.   

 
I know you can only see your own images up close and we get to see them all.  So I had 

an advantage when I looked at the rejected images and for the most part, I would have 

agreed with the lower score.  Granted there were a few that should have made it higher 
and didn't.  Think about that for a few minutes and I think you'll agree that happens in 

almost every competition.  Take a close look at your images and see how you would have 
scored them.   

 
Here's an offer, If you would like a critique of any of them.  Bring them up on your 

computer screen and give me a call.  I'll do a critique over the phone with you. 
 

Remember any image that is rejected can be re-entered in another competition.  If it 
received an Acceptance or Honor award it cannot be entered again. 

 
Annual Competition reminder: Start going through your acceptances and honors for 

this season and make your list of ten (10) Black & White and ten (10) Color images for the 
Annual Competition on June 28th.  You will need to send your complete list to Ted Post by 

June 1st. so that he can get started on putting the competition together.  After the June 

competition, you have two days, until the night of June 16th to send in any changes, or 
updates to your list.  Please send a list Only, No Images, we have the images... 

 

May POM: Selections are open for the May Photo of the Month. The May Honors are on 

the Monthly Honors page on the TCCC website. Select one black & white and one color 



photo. Send your picks to POM@twincitycameraclub.com. The deadline is midnight, 

Monday, May 31. Your vote counts. 

Many thanks to the 26 members who voted for the April Photo of the Month. 
 

May Stats: May statistics are posted on the TCCC website. 
 

May Honors: Thank you goes to all the competitors for their efforts in preparing and 
submitting their entries for May’s competition. Congratulations go to club members whose 

entries were selected by judges as competition Honors. Twenty members submitted 142 
entries – 128 in Select and 14 in Open – resulting in 80 Acceptances, 15 Honors, and 47 

Rejects. 
  

Thanks, judges: Thanks goes to the judges who contributed their time and expertise for 
judging the May competition. We greatly appreciate their time and expertise.  

 
The judges were: 

 

Elisa Broihier,  Senior Art Director at Holt Bosse 
https://www.holtbosse.com/ 

Mari Maloney, Owner, Capture Studios,  Box Factory for the Arts 
https://www.marimaloney.com/ 

Dave Stuart, Photographer,  AV technician at Saint Joseph High School, South Bend 
 

Honors recipients were: 
 

Class B Color 
Marguerite Eichelberger - Squirrely.jpg 

Marguerite Eichelberger - Wood Duck Conversation 
 

Class A B&W 
Bill Schalk - Sand Key Bridge 

Chris Loose-Randall - Morning OJ 

Juanita Attard - Inside and Out 
Leroy Patterson - Bambi 

 
Class A Color 

Bill Schalk - Monarchy 
Carol Reidsma - Owl 

Chris Loose-Randall - Eyes on you 
Deb Chamberlain - Fly Away 

Deb Chamberlain - Pose 
Maria Pelaez - Firefly 

 
Class AA B&W 

Tom McCall - Midair 
Class AA Color 

Dennis Hafer - After The Frost 

Ken McKeown - Nature In Blue 
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 “One Pic Challenge” 
A Post-processing challenge 

 
It’s all about photography, being creative, and having fun! 

 
This was a post-processing challenge and it was wide open. You can use any and all filters, 

plug-ins, apps, devices, and programs.  Use whatever you want. 
 

This is about good fun, photography, and a great way to see the creative way people 
approach the same image. 

 
It is WONDERFUL to have such great participation in the “One Pic Challenges!” It’s a fun 

way to keep in touch with our TCCC friends, even at a distance. There is so much variety in 

the interpretation of the image. The different creative views of our members are fantastic. 
 

A big “Thank You” goes to Jim Long for submitting the image that was used for April’s One-
Pic Challenge. 

 
It’s great to have participation from so many of our members. Everyone is encouraged to 

give it a try. You can submit a simple rendition or go wild with your creation. 
Until next time, keep those cameras “Clicking”.  Sandy & Dennis 

 

 







 

 



 



 
 
If you would like to see all of the One Pic Challenge photos.  Scroll down on the 

Announcements page and click on the link for the new One Pic Challenge main 
page. 

 
 

 
Program Night:  Zoom Meeting May 24th. 7 pm. 

 

 
 

 
 

Lewis Kemper will present a program on "Using the Local Adjustment Tools to take your 
images beyond the ordinary." 

 
Learn how to use the Graduated Filter, Adjustment Brush, and the Radial Filter to set your 

images apart from the crowd. Ansel Adams used to say, “the negative is the score and 
print is the performance.” In today’s digital world, the raw file is the score and your post-

processing is the performance.  Learn how to use the tools found in both Adobe Camera 



Raw and Lightroom to turn your score into a performance that will dazzle your audiences! 
Learn how to use these tools to accentuate the stars in your pictures and to control the 

lighting of your images.  Lewis will demonstrate his technique for “flipping the light” to 
make your subject the strongest visual element in your pictures.  Take the ordinary and 

make it extraordinary with these tips and techniques. 
Lewis Kemper is widely recognized as a photographer, writer, and instructor, lecturing 

throughout the United States. He currently is a Contributing Editor to Outdoor 
Photographer. Books include, “Ancient Ancestors of the Southwest”, published by Graphic 

Arts Center Publishing; “Capturing the Light” which won the People’s Choice Awards in Fine 
Art in the 2009 Photography.Book.Now competition; and His “Photographing Yosemite 

Digital Field Guide” which was voted in the top 20 field guides. Lewis’ training videos have 
been used by thousands of photographers, helping them with their photographic and post-

processing skills. Lewis is currently a “Tamron Ambassador.” You can visit his website at 
www.lewiskemper.com 
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Visitors are welcome to attend our meetings... 
Members receive a Zoom Meeting link via email to join the meeting. Non-members can 

contact us at email@twincitycameraclub.com to request the meeting link. 

 

 

 

 

Keep those shutters clicking… 

We exist to encourage and develop an 

interest in photography. 

We Care! The purpose of the Twin City Camera Club website 

is: 

• To encourage and develop an interest in photography. 
• To inform, provide contact information, and entertain. 
• To inform our members and visitors about upcoming 

activities and events. 
• To showcase our member's work; it's all about focusing 

on Photography. 

What We Do - It's all about 
focusing on Photography and 

having fun... 
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